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““ The Play%s the thing!” —Ask for Thomap’s Observer. 








Papmarket Cheatre. 

Morton’s Comedy of Speed the Plough, was exceedingly well acted 
at this Theatre last night. The representation of this, and sueh like 
plays, form the peculiar charm of the Haymarket Theatre, where they 
are; for the most part, well acted, and suit, from their light structure, 
the cheerful, though languor-breeding, season of the year. We would 
recommend the Manager, by all means, to give up Operas to the En- 
giish Opera-house, as the excellence of the orchestra, and the singers 
ef that establishment, enable them to re present the most difficult and 
scientific ‘niasie with appropriate effect. This house should be dedi- 
eated entirely to the worship of the laughter-loring Goddess, and the 
present company are admirably adapted to do honour to their pre- 
siding deity. Farren, as Sir Abel Handy, and Vining, as his bustling 
son, Bob, were highly amusing. Farmer Ashfield, and his Dame, 
were exeeedingly well acted by Webster and Mrs. Glover. The after- 
pieces were, Manauvring, and The Padlock, in which Mrs. H. Corri 
made a charming Leonora. 

English Opera House, 

Last night, Ries’s new grand Opera of ‘The Robber’s Bride, which 
has caused nearly as great a sensation in Germany as Weber’s Der 
Freischutz, was produced at this Theatre, for the first time, with 
comptete success. This Opera is quite of the German school, and 
bears throughout the stamp of undoubted talent. Although there are 
two or three arias of great beauty, yet the great merit of the music 
lies in the edneerted pieces; and some of these are remarkably efiec- 
tive. Miss Betts had a difficult scena in the first act, which she exe- 
cated in a manner which must considerably raise her reputation as a 
singer :—she had also a romance, in the second act, which she gave 
with great sweetness. Phillips sang the music allotted him with his 
usual taste and sweetness ; be was vehemently applauded in his last 
air, and would no doubt have been encored, but for the length of the 
composition. Sapio, who made his first appearance after three years 
absence, sang as well as we ever recollect to have heard him; but his 
acting was so bad as nearly to endanger the success of the Opera ;— 
he was shamefully imperfect in bis part, an inexcusable fault. There 
is no great novelty in the plet, of which the following is a sketch :— 
The Count of Viterbo, (Phillips) has been by the treachery of his 
servant, Pictro, (Salter) denomaced as an enemy to the government, 
declared an outlaw, and a price set on his head. When the Opera 
commences he is about te quit his castle, to escape from a party of 
soldiers, who are sent to take him prisoner, and leaves his daughter, 
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Laura, (Miss Betts) under the charge of his Castellain, (Mr. Russel!) 
and desires she may pass for his daughter. Roberto, the RobberChief, 
(Perkins) who had formerly been a vassalsof the Count, but had been 
driven frofa the castle for‘aspirigg to ‘the*hand'of Laura ; comes to 
save the Count, but extorts an oath from Laura that she will become 
his bride, provided he saves her father’s life: Fernando, (Sapio) the 
officer who commands the troops sent to arrest the Count, discovers 
in Laura.a lady whom he had once saved from death, and to whom he 
is fondly attached ; Laura returas his love, but bound by her oath to 
the Robber is in the utmost despair. At lesgth the Robber, touched 
by her distress, proves the generosity of ‘his affection by resigning her 
to Fernando, and news arrivivg that the usurping government. is su- 
perseded by the lawful Sovereign, the Count'is restored to his bon- 
ours and the lovers are united: There are two or three other characters, 
viz. Gianetta, (Miss Cawse) an attendant, and Carlo, (Thorne) who 
both did all in their power towards the 'suceess of the piece. ‘The 
most effective piece of music, was a glee by the robbers ; this was a 
delightfal composition, and was‘enthusiastically encored. The Opera 
was atinonnced for to-night and Saturday amidst great applause.— 
He ‘ Lies like Truth’ followed, in‘which Mr. Wrench, as Rattler, kept 
the audience in one continued roar of laughter throughout the piece. — 
The house was fall. , 








To the Editor cf The Theatrical Observer. 

Dear Mr. Evrror—Just wish to say a-word—beg pardon, hope | don’t in- 
trude—but will you excuse me—I have:to mention, that I’ve arranged so as to 
rub shoulders with my friends, and the fashionable world, at one or other of 
the Grand Lounges about town. -* : 

On Monday, must take another péep at the.two new views, at the Diorama, 
Regent’s Park— was)puzzled tojdecide which was the most beautiful, St.Peter’s 
or the Village of Thiers—both exquisitely painted—the pictorial illusion com- 
plete—the water flowing, smoke ascending, sun shining—quite nature itself.— 
Had difficulty to persuade a’fair lady next me, that we were really viewing 
merely pictures. Shall put off my journey to Italy, as I’m told, sub rosa, we 
shall have other views from’ that classic soil; and ifa sgood as St, Peter’s will 
satisfy me. 

On Wednesday, I step into the Horse Bazaar, Baker Street—inspect the mag- 
nificent Exhibition of Musical and Mechanival Automa—Musical Lady, Juvenile 
Artist, Rope Dancer, Magician, Walking Figure, a maguificent Vase, made by 
order of Napoleon, Birds, &e.), In the afternoon, I qualify Mrs. P.’s discordant 
noles with some harmony diyime, and may be found between | and 4 o’clock, at 

The Apollonicon ; in St. Martin’s Lane. 

On Friday, [drop in to examine Miss Linwood’s curious Needle-Work, in 
Leicester Square. 

I daily drop in at my old friend, Alexander Lee’s, in the Quadrant, to hear 
his pupils perform the sweet music in 7'he Invincibles, and The Sublime and 
Peer geen The Faijrest Flower,’ and ‘ Hunter’s Signal Horn’ quite bewil- 

er me. 

I address you from the Cigar Divan, King-strvet,Covent Barden, having just 
popt in te take a cup of Coffee, whiff a true Havannah, kil) an hour over one 
or two of the eight Morning and Eyentng Papers—skim the Magazines, and 
play a game of Chess---delightful place—but rd intrude—beg pardon. 


Your’s, PAUL PRY 


N. B. Called at The Theatrical Observer Office—found the following num- 
bers out of print:—196 or 197, 240, 865,748, 791, 1252, and 1296—offered 
one shilling each for any of them, which will be given on applying at No. 4. 
Ryder’s Court, Leicester Square. 
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Theatre Royal, Hay-Market. 


This Eveniag,€ the Comedy of 


All in the Wrong. 


Sir John Restless, Mr COOPER, 

Sir William Bellmont....... ».---Mr WILLIAMS 
Young Bellmont, Mr BRINDAL, 
Blandford, Mr ANDREWS, Robert, Mr GALLOT, 
Beverly, Mr VINING, 

Brush, Mr.COVENEY, Thomas, Mr COATES, 
William, Mr V. WEBSTER. 

Lady Restless............ Mrs GLOVER, 
Belinda, Miss F. H. KELLY, 

Tippet, Mrs T. HILL, Mamalade, Miss C. CARR, 
Clarissa, Mrs'ASHTON, 

Peete .'F5 gel AE aS Mrs HUMBY. 





bd 








After which, (14th time) a Comic Piece, in one act, called 


MANCEZUVRING. 


Count de Villa Mayor, (Ambassor from Spain to Naples) MrCOOPER 
Frederick de Carnay, Mr BRINDAL, 
Finesse, (Groom of the Chambers to the Court) Mr VINING. 
Costanza, Mrs ASHTON, 
Zanette «.c-cecvererc.cec sosevess, cccvcscees, GTS LUM OL. 


a 
After which, the Comic Piece in One Act, called 


LODGINGS 
For Single Gentlemen. 


Captain Postlethwaite, Mr VINING, 
Colonel Stanmore, Mr BRINDAL, Trusty, Mr WEBSTER, 
Mrs Greville, Miss F. H. KELLY, 
Maria, Mrs ASHTON, Mrs Prattle, Mrs GLOVER. 
~ To-morrow, Secrets Worth Knowing, The Flitch of Bacon, &e. 
Printed and Published by E. Thomas, Denmark Court, Exeter-change, Stran<. 
All Communications must be post paid.—Pripting in General. 


er The Observer is delivered daily at the Residences of the Subscribers at 
2s. per Month. 
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Theatre Royal, Gnglish Opera. 





This Evening, (2nd time) a new Grand Serio-Comic Opera, called 


The Robber’s Bride. 


Freely translated trom the Original Drama, called 


DIE RAUBERBRADT. 
The MUSIC composed by FERDINAND RIES. 
Adapted to English Words by Mr Hawes. 
With New Scenery, Dresses, and Decorations, 


The Count of Viterbo........ Mr H. PHILLIPS, 
Fernando, (an Officer) Mr SAPIO, 


( His 2nd appearance these three years) 


Carlo...... (his Friend)........Mr THORNE, 
Anselmo, (Castellain) Mr J. RUSSELL, 
Reberto....(the Robber Chief)... ..Mr PERKINS, 


Antonio, (his Confederate) Mr RANSFORD, 
Pietro, (Servant of the Count) Mr SALTER. 
Robbers, Villagers, Soldiers, Vassals, &c. 


Laura, (Daughter of the Count) Miss BETTS, 
Gianetta, (her Attendang) Miss CA WSE, 


: Scenery. yo . 

Court Yard of the Ancient Castle of Viterbo, (Pitt)—Romantic Pass 
near the Castle, (Tomkins)—Grand Hall of the Castle, (Pitt)— 
Garden of the Count of Viterbo’s Castle, (Tomkins)—The Rob- 
ber’s Retreat, the Cave of Viterbo, (Tomkins)—Picturesque Bor- 
der of a Lake, (Tomkins) 





After which (2nd time here) the Comic Entertainment, called 


Master’s Rival. 


Previous te which, the Overture to Henri IV. 
The rest of the Music composed and seleeted by Mr HAWES. 


; Sir Colley Cowmeadow, Mr BARTLEY, 

Capt. Middleton, Mr J. BLAND, Mr Aldgate, Mr W. BENNETT, 
Peter Shack, Mr WRENCH, Paul Shack, Mr KEELEY, 
Robin, Mr SALTER, Barnes, Mr MINTON, Invalid, Mr HEATH, 
Gens-d’armes, Mess. LODGE & JONES, Douanier, Mr SHAW. 

‘Tibby Postlethwaite, (3rd time) Mrs KEELEY, * 
Mrs Aldgate, Mrs C. JONES, Amelia Aldgate, Miss H, CAWSE. 





To-morrow, The Sister of Charity, Kosina, &c. 
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